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Chinese white dolphin ( Sousa chinensis )
_in Xiamen Harbour
lll. Tooth and Age

Liu Wenhua, Huang Zongguo
(Third Institute of Oceanographyy SOA Xiamen,361005)
Jefferson Thomas A
(Ocean Park Conservation Foundation, Hong Kong)

Abstract

Five mature Chinese white dolphins (Indo-Pacific Hump-backed Dolphin) and 6 new-
born dolphins were found dead in Xiamen, and the morphology. number, distribution style,
inner structure and wear condition of the teeth are studied. According to the slices of teeth,
the age of 5 mature dolphins are concluded—— 9~30 a old. The ages of dolphins relate to
body color and wear level of the teeth. The newborn dolphin’s teeth are buried in. the gum.
The tooth number and distribution style of newborn dolphins are the same as those of the
mature ones.
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Plate T Tooth of Chinese white dolphin
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