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Tab. 1 Tooth and age of five adult Chinese white dolphins 
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Tab. 2 Tooth of six newborn Chinese white dolphins 
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Tab. 3 Height of outeropping teeth above gum tooth on each side of upper and lower jaws 
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Tab~ 4 Deepn~S$ and maximum diameter of tooth spcket on right lower jaws 
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Chinese white dolphin (Sousa chinensis ) 
in Xiamen Harbour 
III. Tooth and Age 

l,.iu Wenhua, Huang Zo~uo 
<Third InstituU of Ocetl1ll)gt'aplay. SOA Xiamt!R.36100S) 

Jefferson Thomas A 

(Oceall Park CmserTHlliOli FOtUUlatiOll. HOIIg KOII~) 

Abstra~ 

Five mature Chinese white' dolphins (Indo-Pacific Hump-backed Dolphin) and 6 new­

born dolphins were found dead iIi Xiamen. and the morphology, number, distribution style, 

inner structure and wear condition of the teeth are studied. According to the slices of teeth, 

the age of 5 mature dolphins are concluded- 9-30 a old. The ages of dolphins relate to 

body colo~ and wear level of the teeth. The newborn dolphin's teeth are buried in,the gum. 

The tooth number and distribution style of newborn dolphins are the same as those of the 

mature ones. 

KEYWORDS Chinese white dolphin, dolphin'~ skull, dolphin's age 
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Plate I Tooth of Chinese white dolphin 
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